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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

U.S. SENATE,
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
Washington, DC, 2002.

Hon. Dick CHENEY,
President, U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: Under authority of Senate Resolution 54
agreed to March 8, 2001, I am submitting to you the annual report
of the U.S. Senate Special Committee on Aging, Developments in
Aging: 1999 and 2000, volume 2.

Senate Resolution 4, the Committee Systems Reorganization
Amendments of 1977, authorizes the Special Committee on Aging
“to conduct a continuing study of any and all matters pertaining
to problems and opportunities of older people, including but not
limited to, problems and opportunities of maintaining health, of as-
suring adequate income, of finding employment, of engaging in pro-
ductive and rewarding activity, of securing proper housing and,
when necessary, of obtaining care and assistance.” Senate Resolu-
tion 4 also requires that the results of these studies and rec-
ommendations be reported to the Senate annually.

This report describes actions taken during 1999 and 2000 by the
Congress, the administration, and the U.S. Senate Special Com-
mittee on Aging, which are significant to our Nation’s older citi-
zens. It also summarizes and analyzes the Federal policies and pro-
grams that are of the most continuing importance for older persons
and their families.

On behalf of the members of the committee and its staff, I am
pleased to transmit this report to you.

Sincerely,
JOHN B. BREAUX, Chairman.
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Mr. BREAUX, from the Special Committee on Aging,
submitted the following

REPORT

REPORT FROM FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES
ITEM 1—AGRICULTURE

COOPERATIVE STATE RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND
EXTENSION SERVICE (CSREES)

Since early 1999, USDA’s CSREES has been working with fami-
lies with older Americans in small towns and rural areas to make
improved health care decisions. One of the strategies focuses on
how 4-H Youth Technology Teams can help other Americans to
bridge the Digital Divide. The program is known as Teens Teach-
ing Internet Skills (TTIS). In a partnership with the Health Care
Finance Administration, 4-H Technology Leadership Teams are
helping families with older Americans to learn how to use the
internet to improve the quality of decisions they make in choosing
health care, housing and transportation. As a result of collabora-
tion between young 4H member volunteers and older Americans,
seniors are increasingly accessing internet web sites such as
www.medicare.gov, www.seniors.gov and www.workers.gov.

In 1999, 4-H Youth Technology piloted Teens Teaching Seniors
State Teams in Maryland, Virginia, Connecticut, Florida, Iowa and
Washington to test approaches to help older adults to gain Internet
skills. At the National Youth Technology Conference, held in July
2000 in College Park, Maryland, more than 250 youth leaders from
29 States met and learned from the six original teams, and, since
then, twenty-nine States have taken the initiative to develop State
action plans and to identify state youth technology leadership



